Autonomous truck and water cart collide on site
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Latest News
· Hazelwood mine fire responsible for health problems 
· Cat releases new large articulated trucks
· NZ’s Solid Energy collapses
· NT asbestos compensation claim successful
· Seven-day strike for South32’s Dendrobium coal mine workers 
An autonomous haul truck and a manned water cart have collided on a West Australian mine site.
The incident marks one of the first collision accidents involving an unmanned vehicle.
According to the WA Department of Mines and Petroleum, the control room operator had programmed the autonomous haul truck to turn right at a pre-defined intersection and carry out a loop so it could be repositioned underneath an excavator on the pit floor.
While the intersection and loop existed in the control system, it was not physically signposted or marked on the ground to notify worker operated vehicles.
[image: http://www.miningaustralia.com.au/getmedia/f681ca7c-55dd-42c1-831c-3f3f4af3b8d9/auto_1.aspx?width=440&height=205]“A manned water cart was travelling in the opposite direction when the autonomous truck was about to turn right, the water cart driver was not aware of the autonomous truck’s pre-assigned path and – on recognising it – tried to take evasive action,” the DMP report states.
“On detecting the water cart in its assigned path of travel, the autonomous truck’s speed (about 40 kilometres per hour) and response time meant it could not prevent the collision.
“The two vehicles collided, resulting in significant damage to the autonomous truck; the water cart driver received minor injuries.”
It went on to state that change management processes for planning and assigning roads in the control system were inadequate, and that while an awareness system had been installed in the water cart to allow drivers to monitor autonomous trucks’ paths at the time of the collision the water cart driver was not aware of the intended actions of the autonomous truck.
The DMP went on to call for the elimination, or at the very least mitigation, of manned activities within autonomous mining areas.
It called for greater training of workers in their interactions with autonomous vehicles.
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