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Hydraulic Injection (Rare Grease Injection)
Safety Alert
LAS T 404.1

	Incident Date:
	11th December 2013
	Location:
	Perth

	Safety Alert Date:
	16th December 2013
	Country:
	Australia

	HSE Outcome:
	Grease Injection into small finger, surgery, hospitalisation

	Equipment Involved:
	Hand Activated Grease Gun

	Root Causes:
	Operator was attempting to remove hand grease gun from grease nipple after pumping several times and finding it hard. In gripping hose and manoeuvring it the hose ruptured, injecting grease into little finger.


Incident
Operator was using a hand held grease gun to lubricate various grease points ON EARTH moving plant.
Operator only felt a sharp prick to little finger and on inspection noticed a small hole. On squezing finger approximately one teaspoon of grease was ejected. N.B. – Gloves were not being used at the time.

Medical attention was sort resulting in a lengthy operation and removal of a vein in the forearm. This was replaced with an ARTIFICIAL VEIN. 

At this time the operation appears succesful however constant medical monitoring and surgery care is paramount to a succesful rehabilitation.
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Key Safety Learning’s
· Inspect equipment prior to use to ensure it is in sound working order with no cuts, damage.

· Check and tighten all fittings.

· Wear suitable protective gloves when using any equipment with stored energy potential.
· Even relatively low pressure equipment has the potential to inflict Hydraulic Injection injury.

· Grease gun hose was not a strengthened hydraulic pressure (woven/mesh) type but of rubberised compound only. 

Distribution

· Liebherr Australia – All Sites 
· Liebherr Australia – Site Specific 

· Liebherr Australia – Intranet

· External – Branch HSEP’s in consultation with Operations Managers determine distribution. 
Liebherr would like to acknowledge and thank Jake Burley for sharing his story in the interests of safety awareness.
Liebherr wishes Jake a full and speedy recovery.
Liebherr-Australia Pty Ltd encourages the responsible distribution of this Safety Alert in the interests of best practice Occupational Health and Safety management.
G.Lenegan
HSE Advisor
Liebherr Australia Pty Ltd 
Note: All hard copy versions of this document shall be considered uncontrolled copies. For the latest version always refer to the electronic version available on the intranet.
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